2011 Pueblo County
4-H Livestock and Small Animal
NET SHEET
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Important Dates:

· Animal Care and Housing Form due – March 15 in CSUE

· Livestock Test – May 12 and June 20 – Fairgrounds
· Mandatory Showcase Sale Meeting – May 12 & July 16– Fairgrounds 
· MQA – May 7 and June 20 - Fairgrounds
· Beginning Weigh Ins
Beef – March 12 (Hartman’s Feedlot)
Sheep and Goat – May 7 – State Fairgrounds

Rabbit – June 25, 5 – 7 p.m.  at the home of Walter Sloan (564-5004)

· Swine Ear Notch Cards for County Fair – May 7 or prior to CSUE (instead of 
swine weigh in)
· COOL Forms due – May 7 at weigh in or prior to CSUE

· Market Poultry Ownership Date – May 19

· Fair Entry – June 6 to CSUE
· Leaders must call in e-records as up to date – June 6 to CSUE
· State Fair (nomination cards may be obtained from the office and must be signed by an extension agent and turned in to CSUE)
Nomination Cards for Beef due April 1 to State Fair

Nomination Cards for Sheep, Goat, Swine due June 1 to State Fair
· Pueblo County Fair July 8 – 16

· Thank You Note from Showcase Sale due – August 15 to CSUE

· 4-H E-Record due – September 7 to CSUE

PLEASE CHECK FOR DUE DATES AND EVENT DATES TO CONFIRM THEM WITH YOUR 4-H LEADER AND IN THE 4-H NEWSLETTER.
4-H livestock projects may be a small part of the livestock industry as a whole, but nonetheless, youth producers must adhere to the same USDA and Colorado Department of Agriculture standards and requirements as all producers.  This includes:

· COOL (Country Of Origin Labeling) – form must be filled by whoever the animal is purchased from for each market animal and is necessary to sell an animal going into the food chain.

· Premises ID Number – necessary to show animals on the Colorado State Fairgrounds

· MQA (Meat Quality Assurance)

· USDA Wholesome Meat Act – insists exhibitors be in compliance with proper utilization of medications. Exhibitors of all market animals must certify their compliance with manufacturer’s pre-market withdrawal periods specified for any and all medications, drugs, pesticides or feed additives administered. The use of non-approved chemicals or improper use of approved chemicals is strictly prohibited. Similarly, unethical fitting, tampering with, or sabotage of animals is strictly prohibited
· W-9 – tax form necessary for the IRS
· Market Animal Certification and Statement of Disclosure – required to sell an animal to a packer.  It confirms the market animals have not received any non-approved drugs and that the exhibitor has adhered to the withdrawal time required for all approved drugs or medications
E-Records:
Livestock e-records may be found at: http://www.colorado4h.org/project_resources/erecords/index.php
4-H pet/exotic animal projects not covered by the livestock records may be found at the same web address.  
Youth may either download the e-record and type it or complete the book by hand.  If you need an electronic or hard copy of the e-record, one may be obtained from the extension office.
Youth may put up to four species/enterprises in one livestock e-record.  

Supplements – breeding projects have supplements that must be printed off separately from the same web site and included in the e-record:  Breeding Beef Record; Dairy Cow Record; Ewe Record; Goat Doe Record; Breeding Goats Only; Angora Goats; Cashmere Goats; Individual Buck Rabbit Record; Individual Doe Rabbit Record; Individual Litter Rabbit Record; Poultry Breeding Record; Sow Record

E-Record Workshop:

To help 4-H youth and their parents learn how to complete the e-record, a workshop will be presented on Tuesday, May 17, 2011 at the Pueblo County Conference Room on Santa Fe Drive.  Parents and youth are encouraged to attend.  The workshop is presented by Connie Cecil, the curriculum specialist from the State 4-H Office.  

· General and Consumer Science:  
 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

· Livestock, Horse and Small Animal: 
 7:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.

For additional help – a user’s guide is available at http://www.colorado4h.org/project_resources/erecords/ERUsersGuide-Livestock.pdf
Scores on Livestock E-Records

Youth MUST receive a minimum of 70% on their livestock e-record to be eligible to show those livestock projects at the next years Pueblo County Fair.  If the youth doesn’t show the projects at the 2011 county fair, and did not drop the project by the add/drop date of March 15 and intends to show the project at the 2012 county fair, the youth is still responsible for completing a record book to avoid a score of 0%.  
Livestock Test Policy 

· All youth enrolled in a livestock project must take and pass a livestock test for each species shown with a passing score of 60% or better.  Anyone with a learning disability should provide us with a letter form your school special education teacher, prior to testing. Contact the office individually and the appropriate arrangements swill be made to take the test.

· Test are broken down in three age categories (8-10 junior; 11-13 intermediate; and 14+ senior). When moving up in age group you must take the appropriate age-level test.  
· If you had a test score of 80% or better on your 2010 Livestock test and you have not changed age, groups, you DO NOT HAVE TO TAKE THE TEST FOR THAT SPECIES unless you wish to be considered for the Supreme Livestock Exhibitor Award at the need of the 4-H year. The highest test score is used, regardless of species. 

· The test will cover the 4-H manual (level 1 for juniors, level 2 for intermediate, level 3 for seniors).

· Two opportunities for testing are provided:

May 12 – following mandatory Showcase Sale Meeting at 6:30 p.m. – Dining Hall and 4-H Auditorium at State Fairgrounds

June 20 – 6:30 p.m. – Dining Hall and 4-H Auditorium, State Fairgrounds

· A list of those who have tested out with an 80% is available at the Extension Office.

Meat Quality Assurance (MQA) Policy

Youth must take the Meat Quality Assurance training once as a junior and once as a senior (age group division for MQA 8-13 junior, 14+above senior). 
ATTENTION: If you are showing SWINE at the Pueblo County Far, you must take the MQA training yearly.

Pork Quality Assurance for STATE FAIR AND NATIONAL SHOWS

If you plan to show swine at the Colorado State Fair or a national show, you will need to take the Pork Quality Assurance training.  Three sessions will be offered:

May 7: MQA Hands-On Training Qualifies

June 8: 6:30 p.m., CSU Extension Office (PQA only)
June 20: 6:30 p.m., 4-H Auditorium, Fairgrounds (MQA Slide Presentation Qualifies)
Don’t forget your COOL Forms

When purchasing your market livestock – don’t forget to take the Country of Origin Labeling (COOL Form) with you to have the seller sign.  Forms are due prior to or at the time of the beginning weigh in.

Swine Ear Tagging & Ear Notch Cards

Due to concerns of spreading disease, there is not a beginning swine weigh in.  Instead, exhibitors must pick up a county fair ear tag and county fair Swine Ear Notch Card from the Extension Office.  Cards may be brought to the CSUE Office prior to May 7 or they may be brought to the Sheep & Goat weigh-in on May 7 from 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. Superintendents will accept only correct ear notches.
County Fair Entries:

County Fair Entries should be obtained from your organizational 4-H Club Leader and are due in the Extension Office on or before Monday June 6, 2011 at 5 p.m.  Our office is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. including the lunch hour.  An entry form is necessary for each project you will be entering in the 2011 Pueblo County Fair. No Late Entries:  The policy by the Pueblo County Fair Board is NO LATE ENTRIES OR PAPER WORK.  All deadlines will be strictly enforced.
NOTE:  for market livestock projects, the beginning weigh in and swine ear notch card is the entry for County Fair.  There is not a separate entry form for market livestock projects.
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