2011 Pueblo County

4-H Horse Project
NET SHEET
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Important Dates:

· Animal Care and Housing Form due – March 15 in CSUE
· Spring Show Test May 2
· Spring Horse Show – May 14 – 15 

· Horse Registration Forms and Lease Agreements due – May 16

· Summer Show Test June 6

· Fair Entry – June 6 to CSUE

· Summer Horse Show – June 11 – 12 

· Leaders must call in e-records as up to date – June 6 to CSUE
· Pueblo County Fair Horse Show July 9 – 11

· 4-H E-Record due – September 7 to CSUE

PLEASE CHECK FOR DUE DATES AND EVENT DATES TO CONFIRM THEM WITH YOUR 4-H LEADER AND IN THE 4-H NEWSLETTER.
Your Club and Leaders:
Participation in your club meetings and events can make all the difference in your 4-H experience. You can learn so much from other members and adults.

Your leader is your lifeline to 4-H. Please contact them with any questions you might have about your project. They can help you find a competent horse trainer or riding instructor to help you with your project.
When you register for the horse project you will receive from your leader the "4-H Horse Project Manual" and a horse workbook for your age group, 8-10 years old unit 1, 11-13 years old Unit 2 and 14-18 years old Unit 3. You will also receive a monthly newsletter from the Pueblo County Extension office detailing all the activities within Pueblo County.
The Colorado State Equine Extension is also a valuable resource. Their website is:

www.equineextension.colostate.edu
PARTICIPATE AND VOLUNTEER!
Horse members are encouraged to take advantage of all the opportunities 4-H has to offer: Pueblo County Youth Council, State Conference, District Retreat, Speech and Demonstration contests, camps, workshops, community service and much more.
4-H is only as good as its volunteers. All parents and adults are encouraged to help at the horse shows, volunteer as leaders, participate with the Parent/Leader Group, Fair Board or volunteer as project superintendents.

Horse Registration Form:
Due by May 16th at 6:00 p.m. at the Extension Office
This form is used to declare what horse(s) you will be using for your project each year. You can use up to 3 horses in the horse project plus a Green Horse and Foal. 4-H horses are not required to be registered with a national association and can be grade. 4-Hers can use horses owned by their family or can use a leased horse. Lease forms are available at the extension office and are due on May 16th also.
E-Records:
Each youth must complete an e-record.  Horse e-records may be found at: http://www.colorado4h.org/project_resources/erecords/index.php
Youth may either download the e-record and type it or complete the book by hand.  If you need an electronic or hard copy of the e-record, one may be obtained from the extension office.  Talk with your club leader about the date books are due to them prior to county fair, for their review.

Scores on E-Records

Youth MUST receive a minimum of 70% on their horse e-record to be eligible to show those livestock projects at the next years Pueblo County Fair.  If the youth doesn’t show the projects at the 2011 county fair, and did not drop the project by the add/drop date of March 15 and intends to show the project at the 2012 county fair, the youth is still responsible for completing a record book to avoid a score of 0%.  Up to date books are due to be called in to the Extension Office by the 4-H leader by June 6.  Final and complete e-records are due in the Extension Office by 5 p.m. on September 7.

E-Record Workshop:

To help 4-H youth and their parents learn how to complete the e-record, a workshop will be presented on Tuesday, May 17, 2011 at the Pueblo County Conference Room on Santa Fe Drive.  Parents and youth are encouraged to attend.  The workshop is presented by Connie Cecil, the curriculum specialist from the State 4-H Office.  

· General and Consumer Science:  
 6:00 p.m. to 7:15 p.m.

· Livestock, Horse and Small Animal: 
 7:30 p.m. to 8:45 p.m.

For additional help – a user’s guide is available at http://www.colorado4h.org/project_resources/erecords/ERUsersGuide-Livestock.pdf
County Fair Entries:

County Fair Entries should be obtained from your organizational 4-H Club Leader and are due in the Extension Office on or before Monday June 6, 2011 at 5 p.m.  Our office is open 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. including the lunch hour.  An entry form is necessary for each project you will be entering in the 2011 Pueblo County Fair. No Late Entries:  The policy by the Pueblo County Fair Board is NO LATE ENTRIES OR PAPER WORK.  All deadlines will be strictly enforced.
Safety Check-Off:
Safety is the most important aspect of the Horse Project. Therefore every spring the county asks all beginner riders (called Pre-Level) to attend one of two Safety Checkoffs at the fairgrounds. Leaders and adults work with the members on their safety with their horse, both on the ground and while riding.  This assures they are safely working with their horses not only at the fairgrounds but also at home.

Horse Council:
The Pueblo County Horse Council meets monthly from October through July. This youth run council makes decisions that affect the horse project. They plan all the shows, set budgets for the year, make changes to rules, plan fund raisers for the group, etc.
To be eligible for overall prizes at County Fair a 1st year member must attend two meetings before County Fair and all 2nd year and beyond members must attend three meetings before County Fair. See your newsletter for a complete list of horse council meetings.
Horse Shows:
For members that are interested in competing with their horses, Pueblo County 4-H sponsors three shows each year; Spring, Summer and County Fair. Horse shows are not required within the horse project but are a great way to learn more about horses and have fun with your fellow horse lovers. 

All shows are held at the Colorado State Fairgrounds. Classes are divided into four different divisions: English, Western, Gymkhana and Ranch Horse. Each division is divided into riding levels and ages. So beginner riders only compete against beginners and the more advanced riders compete against each other. Ribbons are awarded in each class and prizes are given for the top two riders in each division and level/age group. (See below for more info on Levels.)  

The 2011 shows are scheduled for:
Spring Show - May 14 and 15

Summer Show - June 11 and 12
County Fair - July 9, 10 and 11
Horse Show Testing:
Prior to each show, members are required to take a written test over their knowledge about horses. It is not pass or fail but rather a way for the member to find out what they know about horses and expand their knowledge further. The test is divided into divisions (English, western, gymkhana and ranch horse). The tests are graded and at the shows members receive ribbons based on how they score within their division and level/age group.
Horse show tests are scheduled for:

Spring Show May 2nd – 5 p.m. - 6:30 p.m. at 4-H Auditorium at Fairgrounds

Summer Show June 6th – 5 p.m. -6:30 p.m. at 4-H Auditorium at Fairgrounds
County Fair (to be determined, watch your newsletter for info) 

A study guide is available at:  www.equineextension.colostate.edu/content/view/123/54/
Colorado State Fair 4-H Horse Show:
Every year, the 4-H horse show is the largest horse show at the state fair. Riders that are Level 2 or above are invited to participate in English, Western, Gymkhana and Ranch Horse events over 3 days of competition.

See the state fair website for more information: www.coloradostatefair.com
Advancement Levels Program:
The Colorado State 4-H levels program is a logical step-by-step guide to teach youngsters horsemanship and horse care. The Advancement Level chapter in the 4-H Horse Members Manual serves as a leader’s and member’s guide. The chapter outlines horsemanship skills and knowledge needed for levels I and II. 
The state website offers complete info on the levels program:
http://equineextension.colostate.edu/content/view/123/54/

Foal Project:
The foal project is a sub-project within the horse project for advanced 4-Hers wanting to take on the challenge of raising a foal. There is a separate Foal Project Record Book. To participate in the Foal Project you must be at least a Level 2 rider. Raising and training a foal can be very dangerous to both the 4-Her and the foal if not done correctly and should only be attempted by a skilled horseman. Please consult with your leader, a knowledgeable horse trainer or riding instructor prior to considering breeding your own horse or purchasing a foal.

Green Horse:
There are three classes offered at each show for Green (inexperienced) horses: showmanship, horsemanship/equitation and trail. Because only advanced riders should be competing on Green Horses only Level 2 and above riders may compete in the Green Horse classes. A green horse can compete in green horse classes for only one year and once they are shown in any regular class they are not eligible to compete in the green horse division again.

Horse Judging:
Pueblo County has a very successful horse judging program, coached by Stephanie and Randi Jameson. Joining the horse judging team is a great way to learn more about horses and public speaking. The kids are presented with a group of four horses in various classes that they are asked to place according to breed standards and class rules. The judger is then asked to prepare a set of "reasons" explaining why they placed the class the way they did. Reasons are then presented to an "official". They are scored on how closely they placed the class to the official and their overall reasons presentation.
See your newsletter or the state website for more information about horse judging.

General info about getting started in Horses:
Your Horse = $

Horses can be one of the most rewarding projects but can also be the most time consuming and expensive. Horses are a 24 hour per day, 7 days a week, 365 days of the year project. They do not care if it is 20 below or you have a math final tomorrow, they still require fresh water, feed and love. Purchasing an average 4-H horse can cost $2000 to $3500. Horses that are trained specifically for a certain discipline or event (ie. jumping, reining) can cost $5000 and up.

The purchase of the horse is only the first expense. Just the yearly maintenance on a typical horse can cost $3500-$5000. That is just feed, Ferrier and basic veterinary care. Add to that any added expenses: lessons, training, tack, boarding costs, show fees, show clothing, emergency vet bills, truck and trailer, etc. and the cost of owning a horse can really add up. Riding lessons average $25-$50 per hour and a month of professional training for your horse can start at $400 up to $1500.

Selecting your horse:
Prior to buying a horse, it is recommended you take riding lessons from a competent riding instructor or trainer. Taking lessons on a variety of different horses will help you decide what type and personality suits you best. This will also help you to determine what horse activities you are interested in (trail riding, show jumping, reining, dressage, barrel racing, mounted shooting, etc).
Many wise horsemen have said "the younger and less experienced the rider, the older more experienced the horse". This is a very true statement. Young kids and young horses do not mix. Horses can be very dangerous animals and even the most gentle and broke ones can still seriously injure a child or adult. Contact a reliable horse trainer or riding instructor prior to purchasing your first horse.
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