




Pruning and Harvesting Lavender
Lavender responds well to pruning.  It flowers on new growth so plants 

should be pruned every year after it’s established. Pruning should take place 
when green leaves start to emerge from the base of the plant in the spring.  
Remove approximately one third of the top.  Pruning keeps the plant from 
splitting open and becoming too woody.  
Harvest the lavender stems in the morning 
hours when the oils are the most concentrated 
and when approximately 50 percent of the 
flower buds have opened.   

Use a sickle or pruning shears to cut 
stems as long as possible.  Form bundles of 
50 to 100 stems and secure them with rubber 
bands (Figure 5). Rubber bands will contract 
when the stems dry out.  Dry the harvested 
lavender in a cool, dark place where there is 
good air circulation (Figure 6).  

Pest and Disease Problem
Lavender has very few pest or disease problems, but it is susceptible to 

soil diseases such as Phytophthora.  Do not over-water or allow water to stand 
around plants.  Heavy infestations of grasshoppers can reduce yields but will 
probably not kill plants outright.  In some areas, deer or elk may damage plants 
by browsing or trampling.
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Figure 5: Photo courtesy of Lavender 
Wind Farm.	 Figure 6: Photo courtesy of Lavender 

Wind Farm.	

Table 1: Cultivars that perform well in Colorado. 

Name	 Height	 Width	 Zone	 Flower color/comments

Lavandula angustifolia				  
Betty Blue	 24”	 24”	 5	 Dark purple
Blue Cushion	 16”	 16”	 5	 Deep blue
Buena Vista	 18-24”	 18”	 5	 Bi-color deep purple & dark blue
Coconut Ice	 16-18”	 18”	 6	 White and pink
Hidcote	 12-16”	 18”	 5	 Deep violet blue
Hidcote Superior	 16”	 18”	 5	 Deep violet blue
Hidcote Pink	 18”	 24”	 5	 Light pink
Jean Davis	 18-24”	 24”	 5	 Light pink
Lady	 16”	 18”	 5	 Soft blue/ true from seed
Lavance	 10”	 18”	 5	 Purple
Miss Katherine	 24’	 24”	 6	 Pink
Mitcham Grey	 20”	 20”	 5	 Deep violet blue
Munstead	 12-18”	 18”	 5	 Lavender blue/highly variable
Nana	 10”	 16”	 5	 Blue
Premier	 24”	 24”	 5	 Dark purple
Royal Velvet	 24-36”	 24”	 5	 Dk. navy blue/lavender/blooms 2x yr.
Sarah	 12-18”	 18-24”	 5	 Deep lavender
Sharon Roberts	 24-30”	 24”	 5	 Bi-color deep lavender & dark blue
Thumbelina Leigh	 12-15”	 18”	 5	 Deep purple and blue
Twickle Purple	 18-24”	 24”	 5	 Deep purple

Lavandula x intermedia				  
Alba	 24”	 24”	 6	 White
Dilly Dilly	 18”	 24”	 6	 Violet blue
Dutchmill	 24”	 24”	 6	 Deep violet blue
England	 15-18”	 18”	 6	 Dark blue
Fred Boutin	 30”	 36”	 6	 Violet
Grappenhall	 36-48”	 36”	 6	 Light lavender
Grosso	 30”	 24-30”	 5	 Dark lavender blue
Hidcote Giant	 30-36”	 24”	 6	 Light Blue
Provence	 30”	 24”	 6	 Lavender blue
Silver Frost	 24-36”	 36”	 6	 True blue flowers/silver foliage
Super	 36”	 36”	 6	 Violet


