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I’m not going to argue with 
you about “global warming”, 
but here is some proof …

What can agriculture do 
about Greenhouse Gases?

.



Increase Soil Organic Matter

Improves Soil Structure
Decrease Erosion
Increases Water Infiltration
Increase Water Holding Capacity
Increases Cation Exchange Capacity

Carbon Sequestration is just
Good Soil Stewardship!



So you would like to sell 
“carbon credits” to the 
Chicago Climate Exchange
(CCX) …

CCX is …

Has member participants that purchase 
carbon offsets such as:

IBM
Ford Motor Company
University of Oklahoma 
State Government of New Mexico



“Offsets” available from CCX

• Rangeland
• Grass plantings (CRP)
• Conservation Tillage: No-Till and 

Strip-Till farmland
• Methane Capture 

• Private Forestry (Tree plantings)

Rangeland offsets with CCX
Enhanced range management with 

increased vegetative index

0.12-0.27 metric tons per acre 
“degraded range” pays about twice as 
much per acre
Cell grazing, rotational, intensive grazing 
practices
Grazing plan implemented after 1999



What’s this “previously 
degraded” baloney?

Can be caused by USDA documented 
drought prior to 2003
NRCS has a formal definition for “degraded 
land” caused by grazing practices
It’s local, so don’t ask me about your place --
ask your NRCS conservationist
“Degraded rangeland” has lots more 
potential for storing Carbon

What do you need to qualify?

Ideally, a “528” contract (rotational 
grazing) will provide enough 
information for CCX
--- OR ---

Detailed, consistent grazing records 
that indicate good range management 
by local standards



Rangeland contracts:

Contracts over 5000 Acres will be “pre -
verified”
You need to send a “narrative” of your 
practices
Check the National Farmers Union 
website for example “narratives”
Again, always nice to have a NRCS 
“528” plan on your rangeland …

Grass plantings (CRP)

Seeding long term grasses

0.4 or 1.0 metric tons per acre
Other seeded grasses, CRP, 
CREP 
Has to be planted after January 1, 
1999
All 48 states



CCX: Conservation Tillage No-
Till/Strip-Till

0.6 tons CO2e/A on irrigated and 
0.2 tons CO2e/A dryland
Includes annual crops and hayed 
forages
No beginning date

Risks and Costs of “Credits”:

If you lose your range to fire, etc, you 
will only lose that year of payment
20% of payments are held to the end of 
contract
About 10% of contracts will be verified 
per year
National Farmers Union charges 10% 
at each sale of Credits



How to enroll …
With National Farmers Union, 

there are other “aggregators” out 
there

http://carboncredit.ndfu.org





Completing your enrollment….

•Download, print and sign carbon contract and 
certification report
•Gather FSA 528 forms for all contract years and 
one set of maps* for the enrolled land
•Send by regular mail to NFU Carbon Credit 
Program
•We will e-mail you that we received your complete 
paperwork, and notify you as we proceed to verify, 
register, and market your offsets

* FARMERS UNION CAN NOW ENROLL WITH 
“POINT AND CLICK” MAPS ON THE WEBSITE!



NFU Carbon Program - Current Statistics

•No-till and seeded grass enrollments as of now is 
2,500,000 acres in 25 states 
•Applications received for 1,000,000+ acres of managed 
rangeland practice in 8 states
•Applications received for about 8000 acres of forestry 
offsets in 9 states
•Program has earned about $8 million from the first tow 
year pools to NDFU and NFU no-till and seeded grass 
pools
•Verification has shown producers complying at very 
high rates with contract requirements (over 99% in early 
pools of no-till and seeded grass acres)

Time for me to STOP!



Please contact us:
Tony Frank

Rocky Mountain Farmers Union
303-283-3532

tony.frank@co-ops.org

Bill Midcap
Rocky Mountain Farmers Union

303.283.3528
bill.midcap@co-ops.org


